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California’s Fading Dream: Losing Track of the Purpose of Cities

Presentation by Joel Kotkin, Presidential Fellow in Urban 

Futures, Chapman University and Executive Director, 

Center for Opportunity  
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What is a City for?

“a city comes into being for the sake of life, but exists for 
the sake of living well.” ---Aristotle
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The British Alternative:

“Town and country must be married and out of 
this joyous union will spring a new hope, a 

new life, a new civilization.”     

Ebenezer Howard

The Garden CityThe Garden City
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The US Experience: More Dispersion, More Denial by Planners, 
Pundits and some developers

“We’ve reached the limits of suburban 

development .People are beginning to 

vote with their feet and come back to 

the central cities.” 

HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan Feb 

2011
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Suburbs Dominate Job Growth
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PRESENT RESIDENCE AND PREFERRED IN 5 YEARS

Source: http://www.bain.com/Images/BAIN_REPORT_Spatial_economics.pdf

Living Preferences: Today and in 5 Years
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US Population by Age: 2013
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1980 – 2014

Share of 18-34 Year Olds Living with Parents
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BY GENERATION: 2011

Expecting to Marry & Have Kids
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Projected national number of 20-27 and 28-35 population cohorts, 2014 to 2060
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% living in urban neighborhoods, by age group
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Grand Delusions won’t restore Upward Mobility in California : We Need  to 
Change the Debate

California Policies

• Green Jobs and forced density

• High-Speed Rail and transit

• Social engineering away from families and 
middle class housing and jobs
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EMISSION REDUCTION GOALS & OUT-MIGRANT INCREASE

California Air Resources Board and David Friedman

California Emissions: Comparisons
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Future of  Suburbia

• Suburbia about to gain as 
minorities and millennials head 
there

• Future suburbs will develop 
more amenities and be more 
self-sufficient

• The diverse, more interesting 
suburbs are best positioned
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The Shift in retail will open new opportunities
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The Future of Retail
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Key Solutions and Recommendations 

• Reform regulatory rules to be friendly for middle class and family 
housing 

• More emphasis on dispersed and home based work patterns

• Transportation solutions should be 21st Century variety, not yet 
another failed attempt to recreate the 19th

• Look to shift redundant office space to housing and develop 
responsible housing, flexible workplaces on periphery
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• After all is said and done, he --- the citizen --- is really 
the city.   The city is  going wherever he goes. “

Frank Lloyd Wright, The Living City, (1958) 
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Questions and Comments
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